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4-Online Live Session Workshop: Contemporary Crewelwork Birds (Eagle and Bluebird) 
 

 
Eagle 

 

 
Bluebird 

 
Each measuring 310 x 250 mm (12¼ x 9 inches) the Contemporary Crewelwork birds are a modern take on 
historical designs and feature with their traditional counterparts in Crewelwork Then and Now by Hazel 
Blomkamp and Phillipa Turnbull.    

 

 
These projects are worked with conventional surface 
embroidery stitches and a variety of interesting needle 
work techniques that have been modified for use as 
embroidery stitches, all of which are listed below.  The 
originals have been backed and sandwiched with polyester 
batting and made into cushions.  Participants can choose 
whether they wish to do that or not because they can also 
be framed.    
 
Both projects will be taught online in 4 x 4-hour live 
sessions.  In both instances, there will be ongoing online 
access to the stitches and techniques after the event.   
 
Because of publishing contracts, participants in this 
workshop will be required to have the book, Crewelwork 
Then and Now to access the stitching instructions.  It will 
be available from regular or online booksellers.  Currently, 
the pre-order price for this book is US$40.00 (± CA$55.00)  
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Stitches and Techniques covered in this workshop: 

Eagle Bluebird 

Embroidery Stitches: 
Backstitch 
Backstitch – whipped 
Bullion knots 
Chain stitch 
Chain stitch circles 
Fly stitch 
French knot 
French knot - loose 
Long and short stitch shading 
Outline stitch 
Portuguese knotted stem stitch 
Rhodes stitch 
Satin stitch – padded 
Split and split backstitch 
Trellis couching – basic 
Trellis couching – woven 
Up & down buttonhole stitch - striped  
Vermicelli couching two-tone 
Freestyle Flower Embroidery 

Chrysanthemum 
Daffodil 
Daisy 
Delphinium 
Dianthus 
Forget-Me-Not 
Wisteria Flowers 
Leaf and French knot fillers 

 
Bead Embroidery Stitches: 
Attaching a bead with a bead 
Beaded Backstitch 
Beaded Fly Stitch 
Beaded wheatear stitch 
Chain Stitch – Interlaced & Beaded 
 
Needle Lace Stitches: 
Needle Lace Stitch no. 10 
Needle lace stitch no. 8 
 
Needle Weaving Patterns: 
Basic Double Weaving 
Texture no. 2 
Texture no. 5 

Embroidery Stitches: 
Backstitch 
Backstitch – whipped 
Buttonhole stitch circles 
Chain stitch 
Chain stitch circles 
Chain stitch – detached 
Chain Stitch – Interlaced & Knotted 
Fly stitch 
French knot 
French knot - loose 
Long and short stitch shading 
Outline stitch 
Portuguese knotted stem stitch 
Rhodes stitch 
Satin stitch – padded 
Split and split backstitch 
Trellis couching – basic 
Trellis couching – woven 
Trellis with cross stitch couching 
Vermicelli couching two-tone 
Freestyle Flower Embroidery 

Chrysanthemum 
Daffodil 
Daisy 
Delphinium 
Dianthus 
Forget-Me-Not 
Wisteria Flowers 
Leaf and French knot fillers 

 
Bead Embroidery Stitches: 
Attaching a bead to fabric 
Beaded Backstitch 
Beaded Fly Stitch 
Chain Stitch – Interlaced & Beaded 
 
Needle Lace Stitches: 
Needle Lace Stitch no. 10 
Needle lace stitch no. 8 
 
Needle Weaving Patterns: 
Texture no. 2 
Texture no. 5 
 

 



 
Project Description:   

The projects are worked on Ecru-coloured cotton twill.   
 
Step by step instructions, along with colour images, diagrams and stitch guidelines are provided in the 
Crewelwork Then and Now book.  Classwork will be done on a doodle cloth with additional threads and 
beads.  High resolution video clips for all the stitches and techniques that are taught in the workshop will be 
provided in the online private domain so that participants will be able to reference them after the event.   

 

 
 
Kit Descriptions: 
The project kits contain everything that students will need to complete the embroidery panels, as under. 
 

Eagle 
 

• Print on Ecru-coloured cotton twill backed 
with cotton voile and overlocked around the 
edges 

• Threads 
­ 24 skeins DMC stranded cotton 
­ 14 bobbins Finca Perle cotton 

• Miyuki Beads 
- 5 x 2-gram packs seed beads 

• Needle Pack 

Bluebird 
 

• Print on Ecru-coloured cotton twill backed 
with cotton voile and overlocked around the 
edges 

• Threads 
­ 24 skeins DMC stranded cotton 
­ 10 bobbins Finca Perle cotton 

• Miyuki Beads 
- 4 x 2-gram packs seed beads 

• Needle Pack 
 

 
 
In addition to the full project kits, participants will be provided with a teaching kit.   
 

 
 



 
Duration:  4 x 4-hour live sessions online with ongoing access to the online tuition page for this   
  workshop. 
Level of Skill:  Intermediate to Advanced 

 
Student Requirements:  

- 6” hoop for class work 
- 16 x 14” stretcher bars, or a 14” hoop (for each project) 
- sharp scissors  
- good spectacles or additional magnification, if required. 

 


